
Sri PadaWorld Peace Bell
Dedicated to World Peace and God Suman 

Honoring the 2600th Year of 
Buddha’s Enlightenment

Opening Ceremony
March 5th, 2012

at 2 p.m.
Near Nissanka Cave Temple



Homage to Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha

One of the most important transmissions of Dharma on this earth 
took place in the holy land of Sri Lanka when, according to the 
Mahawansa, the Lord Buddha first visited Mahiyanganaya in the 
first year after the Enlightenment. In the time of the great Thera 
Mahinda and Bhikkhuni Sanghamitta, son and daughter of Dhar-
ma King Ashoka, a small sapling of the Bodhi Tree was planted in 
the Mahamegha grove in Anuradha- pura. According to the Ma-
hawansa, it was Sumana, the devoted follower of the Lord Bud-
dha, who had re- quested Lord Buddha to bestow a few strands of 
hair from his head to be enshrined in the Miyuguna Seya Stupa in 
Mahiyanganaya, where he later attained the high spiritual state of 

Sovahan.
Now, twenty-six centuries later, the precious relics of Bhagawan, 
his hair, tooth, and his footprints, are still bestowing blessings on 
Jambudvipa, for this island is radiant with the light of truth. Its 
Sangha, a key branch of the lineages issuing from the Council guid-
ed by Sanghathera Mahakassapa, and its scriptures pro- claiming 
the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path, are the enlightened 
inspiration for the Thera- vadin traditions all across South Asia.

In ancient times, the great Charioteer Aryadeva, disciple of Nagar-
juna, was miraculously born in Sri Lanka. In the thirteenth cen-
tury, Sinhalese Pandita Anandasri translated thirteen paritta texts 
into Tibetan with Nyi-ma rGyal-mtshan at Thar-pa Gling. In recent 
times, the excellent scholar dGe-’dun Chos-’phel while residing in 
Sri Lanka translated the Dhammapada from Pali into Tibetan for 

the first time.
Tibetan histories record that very sacred teachings originated at 
Mount Sri Pada, known to Tibetans as Ri-bo gNam-lcags ‘Bar-ba, 
a peak blessed by Guru Padmasambhava. At this most sacred site, 
we are honored to of- fer a World Peace Bell, symbol of Kaya, Vaca, 
Citta and the precious Triratna. As the bell rings out, sound re- ver-
berates through the surface covered with sacred texts, activating 



   

 

Sutras and mantras, carrying Dharma in the ten directions, bless-
ing every being with the compassion and wisdom of the Bhagawan, 

healing, rescuing, and transforming us all.
Though my understanding of Dharma is small, my faith is great. 
I am a lay practitioner, a Tibetan refugee who arrived in India in 
1958. There I spent six years as a research fellow at Sanskrit Univer-
sity in Benares. In America I established the Tibetan Nyingma Med-
itation Center to offer service to Dharma and share its benefits with 
the West. Since 2002 when the first World Peace Bell was installed 
at Bodh Gaya, I have creat- ed twenty bells to offer to ancient holy 
places, the Caturmahapratiharya, the Four Great Places of Pilgrim- 
age—Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and Kushinagara—as well as 
others. To assure they endure a thousand years, each bell together 
with its arch is cast in bronze, at a cost of $150,000, then transport-
ed and installed at each sacred site, for a total cost of $200,000. My 
daughter Wangmo Dixey, Director of the Light of Buddha- dharma 
Foundation International, has given her best effort for several years 
to prepare and complete the installation of the Sri Pada World Peace 

Bell.
We are grateful to the Most Venerable Bengamuwe Dhammadinna 
Nayaka Thero for giving our organization the permission to erect 
this World Peace Bell near the Nissanka Cave temple and to act as 
the custodian of this bell for the people of Sri Lanka and Sri Pada.
May the sacred sound of the bell carry the perfect knowledge of 
Dharma throughout all time and space so that the precious lineages 
of Trishiksha remain in Jambudvipa forever to transmit to the world 
the brilliant light of liberation that brings the darkness of samsara to 
an end.

For this holy purpose, I offer this bell as a humble gesture of our 
common faith onbehalfofallpeopleEastandWest. SarvamMangalam. 
Tarthang Rinpoche, Kun-dga’ dGe-legs Ye-shes rDo-rje, in his 77th 

year. March 5, 2012, in 
celebration of the 2,600th year of the Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment. 



Program Details
March 5th, 2012

11 a.m.
Lunch Dana

Venerable Mahasangha
Nallathane Temple Sri Pada

Upasika and Upasik
River View Wathsala Inn, Delhosie 

1 p.m.
Climbing to Nissanka Cave Temple

2 p.m. 
Opening Ceremony

Most Venerable Maluwatha Vihara Chapter, 
Anuniyaka Niyangoda Vigithasiri

Most Venerable Bengamuwe 
Dhammadinna Nayaka Thero, Head Nayaka Thero  Sri 

Pada
Trustee Honorable Sunil Shantha Weerasekara

Thank you,Wangmo Dixey LBDFI
4 p.m. 

Chanting Ceremony, 
Dhammachakka Sutta and Mangalam Sutta

5 p.m.
Dana



Offering Amount for the construction of the 
World Peace Bell Sri Pada 

donated by
Venerable Tarthang Tulku, 

Founder of the 
Tibetan Nyingma Meditation Center

Light of Buddhadharma Foundation International:

Cost of Bronze Bell Made in Germany: 
$150,000 USD

Shipping Transportation and Installation Materials:             
$50,000 USD

Total Gift: $200,000 USD

In Sri Lankan Rupees:

 23,983,999.63 Sri Lankan Rupees
 



Thank you to the following individuals who made 
this project possible:

H.E. President of Sri Lanka
Most Honorable Mahinda Rajapaksa

Most Honorable Chamal Rajapaksa
House Speaker



Most Venerable Maluwatha Vihara Chapter, 
Anuniyaka Niyangoda Vigithasiri

The Most Sacred Sri Pada Temple, 
Most Venerable Dhammadinna Nayaka Thero, 

Sri Pada Head Niyaka Thero



Most Venerable Mahasangha:
Most Venerable Kempane 

Gunarathana Nayaka Thero
Most Rev. Getamanne Gunananda Thero,

Venerable Gallehepitiye Pemarathana Thero
Venerable Atambagaskada Kalyanathissa  Thero

Venerable Ratnasara Thero, Kandy Temple
Venerable Kannadeniya Bhante, USA

Venerable Atambagaskada Kalyanatisso Thero
Venerable Sumit Tasi Thero

Nissanka Cave Temple Bodhihamdoro and Sujato 
Thero and Temple Staff

Venerable Thalgaskande Sujatha Thero
Venerable Kempane Anuruddha Thero



Most Devoted Upasika and Upasik:
Trustee:

Honorable Sunil Shantha Weerasekara, 
Basnayaka Nilame of Sebaragamuwa 

Maha Saman Dewalaya

D.P.G. Kumarasiri, SLAS District Secretary 
Nuwara Eliya

Abagamuwa Divisional Secretary 
and Local Council Members

Nallathanyi Police Station and Staff
Mr. Anil Jayasingha and Mr S H Faruk 

Mr. Santa Ratapitaya , STF A.S.P.
S.T.F. Captain Maskeleya

Y.A.S. Weerathunga
Sri Lankan Airforce, Helitours

Electricity Board Officers
 



Sewalanka Foundation, 
Chairman Mr Harsha Navaratne and Family

Mrs Shiva and Nuwara Eliya District Staff

Mr. Hemantha Welivita and Family, 
Chairman HS Communication Ltd

Mr Kumara Siriwardana and Family
Asian Shipping and Logistics

Mr and Mrs Undela Ruwanthi Panditharatne 
and Family

Mr. Ranjan and Rajdeo, India Technical Team
Skilled Temple Workers: Aryapala,Dinesh, 

Sunil   Ranathunga, Kasun Jayasundra,
Aruna Sugath, Nissanka, Jayasekra 

Upali,Wrikkranapala, Bandula, 
Tilan Madusanku, Janaka Kumara, 

Danushka Visvanath, Raja
Cook: Chandana

Sri Pada Local Laborers
and at last but not least Brenda, my dear 

security guard.



“This was said by the Blessed One... so I have 
heard: “Monks..., train in acts of merit that bring 

long-lasting bliss — develop giving, a life in tune, 
a mind of good-will. Developing these three things 
that bring about bliss, the wise reappear in a world 

of bliss unalloyed.” 
Itivuttaka 1.21

May all beings be happy!



Celebrating 
the 2600th Year of Buddha’s Enlightenment 

at Sri Pada, Sri Lanka

 May we have the great fortune to meet
 again and again at this most Sacred Mountain.


